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ganised in Hesse, by the Prussian lieutenant
Dornberg, for the purpose of taking captive King
Jerome; another under Lieutenant von Katte, who
endeavoured to recapture the important for-
tress of Magdeburg. Both were overshadowed
in importance by the undertaking of Schill.

Schill was a young officer who for his bravery
during the siege of Colberg was well known in
Berlin and was worshipped there. There had
been a time when old soldiers of Frederick the
Great had crowded round to kiss his stirrups
and the scabbard of his sword. Schill now
electrified Germany by riding out of Berlin with
his regiment and declaring himself at war with
Napoleon. At Dessau, Halle, and Bernburg he
was joyfully received and reinforcements flocked
to his standard.

Blucher went through hard inward struggles
at this time He was burning to do just what
Schill had done but was held back by a reverence
for the King that was almost religious. He
made every effort to obtain the latter's sanction.
He wrote that SchiU's step was an indication
of the eagerness of the nation to join Austria in
throwing off the burdensome yoke; there was
danger that the Prussian people might defy all
authority and the very throne be shaken:

All this can only be avoided by your Majesty's
placing yourself at the hqad of your people, taking
advantage of their present mood, and so strengthening